      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16th January  2023 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs., Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance, Taylor,
LCC Cllr Eddie Pope

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
There was one member of the public.
1254//23    To receive apologies

Cllr Pryke
1255/23    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 21st November 2022 and Finance Meeting held on 10th January 2023.
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st November 2022 and the Finance Meeting held 10th January 2023 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

1256/23        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1257/23 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
A member of the public, Lawrence Critchley, asked could the ditches be de-silted near the swing canal bridge off the A59, which will benefit any local flooding.
1258/23 To consider planning applications as below:

2022/1339/FUL Green Gables Flash Lane Rufford
Garage conversion with rear extension

It was resolved by the council to support this application.
2022/1158/FUL   The Hermitage, Flash Lane, Rufford

Re-siting of existing swimming pool.

It was resolved by the council to support this application.
2022/1287/FUL  2 Thornton Close, Rufford

Proposed part two-storey part single-storey extension to rear, proposed single storey extension to front/side elevation, new porch to front elevation and conversion of part existing garage.

It was resolved by the council to support this application.
2022/1288/FUL  16, Whitefield Close, Rufford

Proposed single storey front, rear and side extension.

It was resolved by the council to support this application.
2022/1140/FUL   223, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Proposed two storey side extension and part single storey side and rear extension, after removal of existing detached garage to side of dwelling.

It was resolved by the council to support this application.
2022/1235/FUL  Mere Farm, Sandy Way, Holmeswood

Erection of stable block and paddock

It was resolved by the council to support this application.
2022/1178/FUL  Oak Villa, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Erection of agricultural building for the storage of hay, straw and agricultural equipment.

It was resolved by the council to support this application.
2022/1130/FUL  29, Highsands Ave., Rufford

Single storey rear extension

It was resolved by the council to support this application.
Ongoing planning appeals.
The Hermitage, Flash Lane, Rufford

APP/P2365/D/22/3306813 Erection of a single storey extension together with associated alterations and landscaping.
Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2022/1091/FUL  Rhodes Farm, Wiggins Lane, Holmeswood

Ground floor alterations and extensions to Rhodes Farm, Holmeswood

2022/0885/FUL  Northfields Farm, 531, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Erection of a storage building for the storage of manure

2021/0965/FUL  297, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Appeal decision executed and allowed to build a single residential dwelling in rear of garden having demolished outbuilding.

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

2022/0991/PNC  47, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood 

Prior approval not required – change of use to dwelling house from agricultural.

1259/23   To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022661  St Mary’s Church hall hire for 3 months 



£30.00

022662  CP Grimshaw – tree services (replacement cheque) 

              Chase Cottage






£420.00

022663  K Newsham Clerk’s salary – void cheque – bank error -VOID      £567.00

022664  K Newsham Clerk’s salary, admin & expenses


£567.00

022665  P Brookfield Rufford Park maintenance and gates


£189.37

022666  Rufford Village Hall yearly grant 2022/23


          £1500.00

022667  Holmeswood Village Hall yearly grant 2022/23

          £2000.00

022668  CJ Pennington grass cutting





£888.00

022669  KC Computers ink






£31.99

022670  K Newsham Clerk’s salary, admin & expenses


£579.99










It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1260/23 Flood Risk
Cllr Gordon mentioned MP Katherine Fletcher may have some levelling up monies. Could the Clerk contact her with regards to submitting a bid.

It was resolved by the council for the Clerk to contact MP Katherine Fletcher regarding a bid.
1261/23 Highways 
     West   -  Discuss speeding New Road/Holmeswood Road / A59 and HGVs 

Holmeswood Road – Mere Brow

NONE

East - Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold

NONE

1262/23 Public footpaths   

NONE

1263/23  Village Halls

              Rufford
NONE

Holmeswood

NONE

1264/23  Recreation Grounds 

NONE

1265/23  Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
Cllr Gordon stated WLBC, head of planning, Steve Faulkner, gave a presentation and stated they were using agency staff to replace planning officers who have left.
Kerry Scanlon mentioned they were now looking at the 25 year plan for West Lancashire. The Clerk discussed with LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope that we need to get LCC Highways involved with regards to an outer ring road in the plan. LCC Cllr Eddie Pope agreed.

It was resolved by the council to keep then updated with regards to the 25 year plan.
1266/23  Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station

NONE
1267/23 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
NONE

1268/23   To note police information
NONE

1269/23     To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 20th March 2023
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 20th March 2023.
Chairman closed the meeting  at  8.27 pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
